
Worship: All services start at 11am and will be streamed live from 
the church. Contact Pete Fawcett to arrange an invite or use the links 

Meeting ID: 407 593 4256 Passcode: 123456


WORSHIP THIS AUTUMN 
We continue our series on sharing resources


16th Oct Worship at 11am. How can I be a good steward? Luke 16:1-
17. Led by Rev Julia and Alastair Bartholomew. 
23rd Oct Worship at 11am. Where do we find Jesus in the life of the 
church? 1 Corinthians 12:1-30. Led by Pete Fawcett and Philip Nye. 
30th Oct Worship at 11am. What can we learn from the early church 
about sharing? Acts 4:32-5:16. Led by Mark Rodgers and Ellis Morey. 
6th Nov Worship at 11am with Communion. Sharing without love is 
nothing! 1 Corinthians 13. Led by Rev Julia and Alastair Bartholomew. 

13th Nov at 10:30am. Worship for Remembrance. (Note the earlier 
start) .How much does Jesus ask of us? John 15:9-17 Led by Mark 
Rodgers and Rev Julia Bartholomew. Followed by Roast beef lunch and 
trifle/fruit salad. £15.50 Please book in with Sue Williams 07500 362415 

20th Nov Worship at 11am. What can we learn from the widow who 
shared her last penny? Mark 12:41-44. Led by Mark Rodgers and Pete 
Fawcett 

We are considering opening the Community Room on Thursdays as a 
Warm Space where folk from the church and community can gather dur-
ing the day for chat, refreshments, films, crafts and games. There will be a 
meeting on Thursday 20th at 3pm in church to consider possibilities and 
see who could help. Just come along if you have any ideas or contact Ju-
lia if you would like to find out more.  

Church Contacts  
Administrator: Pete Fawcett churchrhos@gmail.com 
Minister: Rev Julia Bartholomew 07852 281006, juliawave@icloud.com 
Trainee Minister: Mark Rodgers mark.rodgers73@icloud.com 
Secretary: Fiona Coleman 01492 545590, colemans@uwclub.net 
Treasurer: Delyth Beecroft 01492 547859, delyth.beecroft@gmail.com 

 
Dear Friends, 

URC 50th Jubilee Celebrations 
We set off for the final leg of the pilgrimage - a motley crew. Somehow this 
walk embodied all the walks that had gone before. The twenty or so folk, 
represented not just different URC churches in the region, but four differ-
ent denominations.  
Our route took us up from the picturesque castle town of Conwy, to 
Sychnant pass and then across the lower slopes of Snowdonia National 
Park. It was a bright blustery day and this was certainly not a ‘walk in the 
park’. Between gasps for breath we shared our stories. As we walked, our 
different church structures, worship styles, theologies, all disappeared in 
the background. Instead we found common ground through sharing our 
own real life stories, our hopes and dreams, our struggles with life, with 
church, with faith. 
Our lunch spot, was on the bank of a flowing mountain stream in the shel-
ter of a drystone wall (see above) on the south side of Foel Lus. 
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The moment, the gathering, the setting was very poignant. Someone 
spoke out: 
The Lord is my shepherd, I have all that I need. 
He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. 
He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, 
bringing honour to his name. (Psalm 23:1-3) 

The climb of nearly 1500 feet had been tough, the wind was blustery, and 
we didn’t all have the most suitable footwear. But as we sat and shared 
our lunch, we realised how through our openness to travelling together on 
this path, God had brought us to a place of refuge and refreshment. 
It was our delight to realise that as churches, we are not left to struggle 
alone in the face of an ever changing and seemingly indifferent world. We 
have brothers and sisters in Christ on our doorsteps, with whom we can 
share our joys, pray together and explore new ways of sharing Jesus’ in 
love in our communities. We were welcomed at Penmaenmawr United 
church with bowls of warming soup, mountains of cake and steaming 

mugs of tea. The North 
Wales Jubilee Celebra-
tions concluded on 
Sunday 2nd Oct at the 
church in Pen. with 
worship led by Revs 
Nick Sissons and Julia 
Bartholomew. After the 
service, over a cup of 
coffee and the last few 
pieces of cake, a 

weary member of the host team exclaimed ‘I am so glad that we have 
shared this weekend. It has been amazing.’ 

As you read through this magazine, do take time to consider prayerfully 
who God may be calling us to engage with more fully in our local com-
munity. 

With every blessing, 
Julia Bartholomew


Worship for Advent and Christmas 
The Christmas Story calls us want to worship 

Sunday 27th Nov Advent Sunday  
Luke 1:8-14; 67-80 Zechariah meets the Holy Spirit when worshipping 
God in the temple. Led by Mark Rodgers and Alastair Bartholomew. 

Sunday 4th December Advent 2  
11am Worship with Communion. Mary worships God in her home, and 
with her cousin. From Luke 1:26-56.  
Led by Carolyn Ridding and Rev Julia Bartholomew.  
Followed by Christmas Lunch. £17.50. Please book in with Sue Williams.  
3 - 5pm Regional Gathering for all in the region with Christmas Wor-
ship and tea at United Church Rhyl. Lifts available. Sign up in church. 

Sat 10th Dec 11-12 noon Carol Singing in Rhos; meet at Marmalade 

Sunday 11th December Advent 3  
11am The shepherds worship God in their community/workplace! Luke 
2:1-20 Led by Rev Julia Bartholomew and Pete Fawcett. 

Sunday 18th December Advent 4 
11am Worship with Christmas Musical ‘While Shepherds Watched’. Led 
by Mark Rodgers, Keith Harrison and the church singers. 

Friday 23rd December 
6:30pm Nativity Service for all the family. Carols, fun and games in the stable. 

Saturday 24th December Christmas Eve 
6:30pm Worship in the stable, with Communion. Christmas Journeys. Led 
by Mark Rodgers and Carolyn Ridding. 

Sunday 25th December Christmas Day 
11am. The wise men point out who it is all about! Matthew 2:1-12 Led by 
Rev Julia Bartholomew and Ellis Morey. 



 IT’S APOCRYPHAL 

The Apocrypha consists of ancient religious writings that 
are not considered to be genuinely inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.  They are however printed in some versions of the 
Bible such as the Roman Catholic Bible and The New 
English Bible. There are some fanciful stories such as 
Judith/ Tobit/  Daniel, Bel and the Snake/ as well as 
some more serious books such as Maccabees, Ecclesi-
asticus and Esdras, which  purports to be written by 
Ezra the scribe. I enjoyed reading this and found a 
kindred spirit in him when he questioned the traditional 
teaching that only a few are saved while most go to 
everlasting perdition.  

I was brought up with this traditional Christian teaching, 
that only a very few are saved and go to heaven while 
the bulk of humanity go to an everlasting conscious 
torment in hell. For us as Christians it was we believers 
in Jesus who are saved while for Ezra, the Jew, it was 
the faithful Jews that were saved. Ninety-nine percent of 
humanity are lost. Ezra questions why God would go to 
the trouble of creating mankind only to destroy them. 
The angel explains that it is like miners who are looking 
for precious metals – they discard most of what they dig 
from the ground and keep only the tiny fragments of 
gold or silver or precious stones. So it is with God, he 
says. And he exhorts Ezra not to trouble his mind by 
thinking about such things but to rest content that he 
will be numbered among the righteous to be saved. 
That does not go down well with Ezra; nor with me. 
Ezra continues to press his point and demand fuller an-
swers. The angel replies that God is fair and the human 
mind is not capable of understanding these things. With 
that, Ezra must be content.  

The early Church Fathers  taught that eternal hell fire 

awaits people who do not repent of sin, although 
a number of them did hedge that round by saying 
it was just certain categories of people. An altern-
ative view is ‘Annihilationism’, the belief that sin-
ners are destroyed, rather than tormented forever 
in "hell". This view asserts that God will eventually 
destroy or annihilate the wicked, leaving only the 
righteous to live on in immortality. This has always 
been my belief, though I have kept very quiet 
about it so as not to be thought heretical by my 
friends. But I was relieved to discover recently that 
a number of notable Christian leaders take this 
view. These include William Tyndale (the first 
translator of the Bible into English) Archbishop 
William Temple, the Rev John Stott, CS Lewis. FF 
Bruce and Prof Basil Atkinson, to name but some. 
I always found the traditional ‘conscious torment 
in hell for ever’ a very troubling concept that 
seemed incompatible with a God of love and a 
God of justice (eternity being rather longer than a 
lifespan of a few years) and a God who offers 
eternal life, not eternal suffering. I was comforted 
as a child by the lovely old hymn ‘When He 
cometh’ which reflects Ezra's idea of believers be-
ing gems or jewels:    

When he cometh, when he cometh 
To make up his jewels 
All his jewels, precious jewels 
His loved and his own, 
They shall shine in their beauty 
Bright gems for his crown. 

	 David Reed, Sept 2022 



Church Family News 
Please pray for: Joan Armstrong recovering from a hip operation. David 
Norrie recovering from a heart attack. Celia Reed who has had a recent 
cataract operation. Richard and Michaela Hibbs at this poignant time of 
the interment of Neville’s ashes in the graveyard where those of his wife 
Gerti were laid to rest in 1989. Mark Rodgers for guidance as he begins 
to consider where he might be called to serve in 
autumn 2023. All the youngsters involved in Fly-
ing Foxes and Shuffle and Shake clubs on a Fri-
day after school. 
Dreda Judson (Julia’s mum) celebrates her 
100th birthday on Sun 20th November. Do join 
her for a cup of coffee and piece of cake after 
the service that day. 

Join us on Tuesday 15th Nov 7:30pm on Zoom. Dan Morrell, the URC 
Director of Media for Ministry will lead a session helping churches 
across the Synod to explore where our ‘digital worship’ journey 
might be taking us. Pete Fawcett will be hosting Zoom with our usual 
Sunday invite or Meeting ID: 407 593 4256 Passcode: 123456 
All are welcome to share their views. Some ideas we will be exploring. 
The Wales Synod has been invited to submit an application for a Special 
Category Ministry (SCM). That role could involve:  
•steering people to Synod, URC and other resources and gatherings, 
•providing guidance towards equipment and training for 
us to become more tech-savvy,  
•developing communities that meet digitally.  
What are your thoughts? What is currently working 
well digitally in our church and what are the areas for 
improvement? Who is already benefitting from the use 
of technology? How can we increase digital literacy 
across the region? What would an e-church for the 
URC in Wales look like and what advantages could 
this bring?  
Who might be the target audience for an e-church?  

Helen, Hugh, Jesse & Grace Sims-Williams in Kenya 
More than 40 people were in church on 15th Sept to hear 
what Helen and Hugh (Philip and Frances’s daughter and 
son-in-law) will be doing in Kenya, and to say good-bye.  
Many thanks to the church for your offer of encouragement and support.   
They flew on 29th September and received a wonderful welcome from 
their new neighbours in the hospital compound. They have made good 
friends already, and Jesse and Grace are loving the wildlife (see pictures).  
They adopted this chameleon, called "Speedy rainbow not so fast". But 
he speedily escaped. The misery was intense! 
Hugh and Helen start intensive language lessons (Swahili) on October 17th 
and will start work in January – Hugh as a neuro-surgeon, and Helen 
(part-time) with special responsibility as a kidney doctor for the dialysis 
unit.  They would really appreciate prayers.  If you would like to receive 

their news updates, please 
speak to Philip or Frances. 

We have decided to celebrate the URC Golden Jubilee by planting 
daffodils on the grassy slope outside the Community Room. They will 
leave a lasting golden legacy. Do come and help planting or laying out the 
bulbs on Friday 21st Oct from 2-3pm or Saturday 22nd Oct from 
10:30-12 noon 

The Fellowship Group is back every other Monday from 2-4pm 
Mon 24th Oct Beetle Drive; 7th Nov Christmas Boxes; 21st Nov 
Llandudno Theatres; 6th Dec Andrea Bocelli: My Christmas, 19th Dec 
Pete Fawcett and Eric. New members, male or female welcome any time! 
Friendly chat, interesting talk or activity, raffle & refreshments every time!


