
This Advent we are focussing on the encounters with God that 
changed the lives of faithful people in the Christmas Story. 

We would love you to join us for worship in church each Sunday at 
11am or you can log on to the service live stream on Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 407 593 4256 Passcode: 123456). 

There will also be Advent reflections in church on Thursdays at 12 
noon (with a bowl of soup) and 7:30pm (by candlelight). 

For more information about Sunday Worship, Advent meditations 
and Christmas services see the centre pages. 


Want a chat? Contact Rev Julia Bartholomew

Contacts: 
Minister: Rev Julia Bartholomew, 07852 281006, juliawave@icloud.com

Administrator: Pete Fawcett, churchrhos@gmail.com

Secretary: Keith Harrison 01492 338817, keithnpam@talktalk.net


He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. (Isaiah 40:11)


Dear Friends,

At this season of fulfilled prophesies, read with me Jeremiah’s words:

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
    before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too 
young.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You 
must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 
declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 1:4-8)


They remind us that Jeremiah was appointed by God to a very 
important, fulfilling, yet challenging task as a prophet. But they also tell 
us that our God is a God who calls. He calls each one of us to serve 
him, whether through caring, witnessing to Jesus, teaching, 
administration, prayer, hospitality, or campaigning for kingdom values 
in our communities.

Since we are called by God, the things we do in his name are offerings 
to him, made holy because we perform them in the name of Jesus. 

Please listen out for God through the day. Like Jeremiah, be open to 
his promptings. Let’s not miss a unique opportunity to serve him. We 
too may feel inadequate to the task that God is calling us to. But if we 
offer ourselves and these concerns to him in prayer, we can be assured 
that we will come to know the joy of walking in step with him along the 
Kingdom Way. 

	 	 	 	 With every blessing,  Julia
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When do we rest?  A Response to  Mark Richard’s article and question 
‘Where do you stand?’ by David Reed.


Growing up on a Plymouth Brethren Mission Station in the middle of 
Africa meant we observed a very strict  ‘Sabbath’ or Sunday. No 
games, of course. Card games were ruled out anyway as ‘playing 
cards’ were seen as very sinful. 


When I went to Trinity College. Dublin and attended the huge Brethren 
Assembly at Merion Hall, we had ‘Breaking of Bread’ for Believers from 
10:30 to 11:45 followed by Bible teaching from 12 to 1. Sunday 
Schools, including for adults, ran from 3 to 4 p.m. The Gospel Service 
was at 6, often with all three tiers of seats filled. Then came the Open 
Air Meeting in Dublin centre or Dun Laoghrie.  When I was selected for 
the University hockey team which played some games on Sunday, I 
went through agonies of conscience. In the end I played.  I sometimes 
went to one of the many cinemas in Dublin, a big NoNo for Brethren. 
Again I struggled. But for a cold, homesick, lonely boy from the middle 
of Africa it was a great comfort to sit in the darkened theatre and watch 
Hayley Mills as Polyanna.  Imagine my horror one day when I ventured 
into the city centre to see the latest of those films only to find that the 
Assembly was holding an open air meeting on the pavement outside. 
Naturally I joined in, feeling a right hypocrite and hoping no one would 
guess my real reason for being there.  


Later, when I was teaching in a boarding school we had duties on a 
Sunday which often meant me missing church, to the dismay of some 
who couldn’t understand that.  So it has been a long, hard journey of 
faith and conscience and tradition and logic and prayer to get to where 
I am now. Which is that every day is the Lord’s day. Just as every day is 
Christmas and Easter and Pentecost. 


Share your views with us on ‘Sabbath’. Do we need special times in the 
week to rest, listen and play? What does God’s command mean to you 
today?


“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall 
labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work…” (Exodus 20:8-10a)


PLEASE KEEP SUPPORTING THE LOCAL FOODBANKS 

THIS CHRISTMAS


We have received lots of donations since the church opened again and 
the foodbanks are very grateful, so a huge thank you for your 
continued support. I would love to encourage you all to donate now as 
Christmas approaches, as food-banks are struggling to keep up with 
demand.

Your donations are being split between the Conwy Foodbank and 
St.Vincent de Pauls in Colwyn Bay. The wish list is the same for both 
food banks but please make sure all donations are in date.At home we 
can use a packet or tin that is a month or two out of date but the 
Foodbank can not give it out so it will be wasted.If you would prefer to 
make a cash donation, we have a designated shopper (my daughter 
Rebecca) who loves to root out all the best prices so we can donate as 
much as possible. Cash donations can be given to Carolyn, Delyth or 
Pete in an envelope marked Food bank please. 

	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 Many thanks, Carolyn Ridding and Angela Clayton




Food Bank Wish List 
• Pasta/Rice

• Tinned Fruit/Veg

• Tinned Meat e.g. Ham/Corned Beef

• Tuna/Sardines

• Tinned Meals

• Teabags/Coffee/Squash

• UHT Milk

• Cereal

• Pasta Sauce/Curry Sauce

• Biscuits/Crisps

• Toothbrush/Toothpaste

• Nappies/Baby Wipes

• Deodorant/Shampoo/Shower Gel 




CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Many thanks to my Church friends who have sent me cards, texts, 
emails, phone calls, visits and flowers. I am getting around now and can 
stand without the pain I had before. I am grateful to you all for your 
support and the skills of our health service. Many thanks, Sue Williams

Joyce Pullin’s family share an update of her 
great grand-daughter. Paisley has had very 
successful surgery at Gt. Ormond Street 
hospital in London to reverse her stoma and 
ensure that she is now a 'normal' little girl in 
every way. There will always be complications 
as she matures, but the surgeon's have been 
marvellous and the family are in a good 
place, looking forward to a bright future. 

Dreda Judson says a big thank to everyone 
for the cards, flowers and greetings that 
helped to make her birthday last weekend so 
special.


• Someone once said; “To be happy, we must have someone to love, 
something to do, and something to hope for.” Jesus Christ provides 
all these for the believer, but only if we rest in his promise to come 
again.


• Nothing impure can be "In Christ”. Confess, repent, receive 
forgiveness. Then "In Christ" we can receive healing. Derek Hall

 “Connected”                       
embroidery by Mandy Pemberton 

WHAT ARE YOU DREAMING OF THIS CHRISTMAS? 

Jesus, the long awaited Messiah was hailed by the prophet Isaiah in 
these terms:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

And we too prepare our hearts again to receive him this Advent. 

Let’s take a moment to remember what this Jesus born in Bethlehem 
2000 years ago is like:

35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked 
what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing 
by.” 38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he 
shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he 
came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 
43 Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. 
When all the people saw it, they also praised God. (Luke 18:35-43)


Perhaps surprisingly, 
Jesus doesn’t impose 
anything on the blind 
man but asks him 
“What do you want me 
to do for you?” That is 
the question we are 
each called to ponder 
as we look ahead to 
Christmas. What is God 
calling us to seek, to 
strive for, to receive 
from him?




Worship Gatherings at Rhos URC  
through Advent and Christmas 

SUNDAY WORSHIP DURING ADVENT 

Sun 28th Nov  
11am Matthew 7:21-29 The encounter of a lifetime!

Led by Rev Julia Bartholomew and Pete Fawcett. Followed by church 
Christmas lunch at the cricket club.

6pm on Zoom Worship re-focusses our hearts. Invites will be sent 
out or use meeting ID: 449 384 2571 

Sun 5th Dec  
11am Christmas Encounters: Luke 1:5-25 Zechariah and the angel, 
with Communion. Speaker Synod moderator Rev Simon Walkling.

2pm Regional Elders’ gathering at Rivertown Shotton. 

Sun 12th Dec  
11am Christmas Encounters: Luke 1:26-38 Mary and the angel led 
by Rev James Bolton and Pete Fawcett.

5:30pm Nativity Service with carols for all the family. Join us for 
carols, music and the much loved Christmas Story by candlelight.


Sun 19th Dec 
11am Celebration for the coming King with Readings and Carols 

that bring alive for us the wonderful message of Christmas.


Sun 26th Dec - Boxing Day. No worship from Rhos URC this week. 
Enjoy Worship on the television.


THURSDAYS DURING ADVENT


Advent Encounters Thursdays 12 noon and 7:30pm in Church 
Thur 2nd Dec Finding direction: God with us John 1:1-18 
Thur 9th Dec Finding hope: Zechariah’s song Luke 1:67-80 
Thur 16th Dec Finding purpose: Mary’s song Luke 1:46-56 



12 noon Thursdays 2nd, 9th and 
16th December  
A get together for a warm bowl of 
soup, friendly chat and an Advent 
meditation. Book in with Pete 
Fawcett, churchrhos@gmail.com or 
just turn up.


7:30pm Thursdays 2nd, 9th and 
16th December 
30 minutes with music, reflection and 
prayer to find peace, hope and 
direction. 

CHURCH SERVICES OVER CHRISTMAS WEEKEND 
Christmas Eve 24th December  
6:30pm Candlelit Communion in the stable 
Christmas Encounters Luke 2:1-19 The shepherds and the baby.


Christmas Day 25th December 
11am Family Worship for Christmas Day  
Christmas Encounters: A baby for us all Luke 2:1-7


Boxing Day  
26th December 
No worship from Rhos URC 
today. Enjoy the Christmas 
Worship on television and 
radio.
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