
 

 

WORSHIP ON THE RADIO 

7:31 am Radio Wales. Celebration. A service led by Robbie and Donna 

Howells of The Warehouse Church in Newport. 

8:10 am Sunday Worship. Radio 4. Exploring the rich story of the Road to 

Emmaus for Low Sunday, with Rev Philip Blackledge and Claire Nicholson of 

Holy Trinity Scottish Episcopal Church, Melrose. 

Readings: Psalm 42, Luke 24:13-49. 

7:28 pm Radio Wales. Celebration. A repeat of this morning’s service 

including ‘My favourite Hymn.’ 

WORSHIP ON TV  

10:45 am BBC1 Sunday Morning Stories. Kate Bottley shares inspirational 

stories rooted in faith, hope and spirituality. 

11 am S4C Worship in Welsh with English subtitles. 

1:15 pm BBC 1 Songs of Praise. Aled Jones explores the fascinating history of 

Newstead Abbey in Nottinghamshire, and YolanDa Brown meets Emerald 

O’Hanrahan, who plays Emma Grundy in BBC Radio 4’s The Archers. 

 

WORSHIP AND GATHERINGS FROM RHOS URC  

EVERY THURSDAY at 12 noon Zoom & Soul. Make some new friends and 

spend some time exploring one of our weekly Bible passages. 

 

SUNDAY 11th April - ZOOM AND PHONE 

10 am Worship on Zoom Worship led by Ellis Morey and Rev James Bolton. 

The upstairs room - John 20:19-31. 

11:45 am Phone Worship with Communion - led by Rev Julia Bartholomew 

and Keith Harrison. Luke 24:25-35  -  disciples at Emmaus. 

See the insert for details. 

Contact Pete Fawcett for Zoom invites if you are not already on the list. 

email address: churchrhos@gmail.com 

 

PRAYER 

Creator, Father of all,  

you give us life, you give us love, 

you give us yourself. 

Help us to give, our lives, our love, ourselves to you. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCKDOWN LETTER 56 Sunday 11th April 2021 Our Father in Heaven 

 

David Reed 

 

WORSHIP 

O Lord our God, how majestic is Your name 

The earth is filled with Your glory 

O Lord our God, You are robed in majesty 

You've set Your glory above the heavens 

We will magnify, we will magnify, the Lord enthroned in Zion 

We will magnify, we will magnify, the Lord enthroned in Zion 



 

 

 

 

Alastair shares his thoughts from Easter Day 

 

Dear folks 

My job involves quite a bit of time engaging with my lawyer. Chatting to him 

the other day I mentioned that all the other lawyers in the firm were female. 

‘Yes ’he lamented ‘I’m the only man in the practice’. He then went on to tell me 

how a recent male applicant had submitted a really good CV, only to wreck it 

at the end when he wrote;‘ I have a good eye for detale’.  

Three wrong letters in the final word of his CV cost him a job. The trouble 

with the law is you have to get it right. Every last letter of it. That’s what the 

law demands. 

We all need the protection of the law, but legalism is the thief of joy. We 

certainly don’t hear much about the joy of the Pharisees! The flip side of the 

legal coin is to abandon the law and do as we please. But the guilt and remorse 

of wrongdoing also steals our joy. 

King David experiences this dilemma. He has an affair with a beautiful woman 

called Bathsheba and compounds it by orchestrating her husband’s death in 

battle. When finally confronted by the prophet Nathan he realises the extent of 

his sin. His initial response is of remorse and anger at his failings.  

But he moves on. Psalm 51 is his response: 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me… 

 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

He understands that real lasting joy only comes from a pure heart and an 

appreciation of his salvation. But joy is a slippery thing. It can seep away 

without us knowing it. The rigours of life erode it, and the constraints of covid 

have certainly taken their toll. Have you lost your joy? Is your faith more like 

an insurance policy? 

‘Restore to me the joy of salvation’ begs David. ‘Put a new and right spirit in 

me’ he pleads. Thank goodness for the Easter celebration - the most joyous day 

of the year! The day when we remember that Jesus still pours his grace and 

forgiveness into our broken lives.  

Many of us have had real challenges in the past year; loneliness, confinement, 

bereavement, illness and financial difficulty to name but a few. Jesus suffered 

all of these. And to crown it all he was then crucified. So isn’t Hebrews 12 (vs 

2) all the more amazing? ‘For the joy that was set before him he endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.’  

Even in the face of torture and death Jesus was sustained by the joy set before 

him – the promise of a glorious inheritance at the side of his Father. We have 

that same promise. Romans 8:38 tells us that; ‘nothing in all creation can 

separate us from the love of God.’ 

If you need to rediscover the joy of your salvation then take a leaf out of 

David’s book and ask God for it. Take time to allow His Spirit to confirm with 

your spirit that you are indeed a treasured child of God (from Romans 8 vs 16). 

In fact read all of Romans 8 – if that doesn’t bring joy to your heart then I’m 

not sure what will!  

With every blessing,   

    Julia and Alastair Bartholomew 
 

READING 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit 

you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, 

the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we 

cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 

God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 

co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 

also share in his glory. (Romans 8:14-17)  

 

 



 

 

 

 

THOUGHTS FROM AROUND THE HOUSES 

Many thanks too, to all who have made donations to Leprosy Mission and 

Mercy Ships this past Christmas and Easter. Charities are struggling at this 

difficult time and your donations will be put to very good use. 

We have a quite a few young people within our church community or related to 

someone in the fellowship who will be undergoing assessments over the next 

few months either at school, college or university, or settling into a challenging 

working environment. Please pray for our children and grandchildren that they 

might have strength to persevere, confidence to apply their skills and 

knowledge, and a sense of peace and calm. Many thanks, Fiona Coleman. 

Freda Pearce came home again from hospital at the week end. She thanks 

everyone for their prayers and hopes she does not have to go back to hospital 

again as she's had enough of doctors for the moment. 

Freda is looking for a cleaner if anyone can help her out. Please contact he 

daughter Angela Clayton if you have any ideas. 

Easter Greetings to all: I can’t believe it is Easter-tide.  I find the days pass 

very quickly, though I don’t seem to be doing very much! Thank you so much 

for your weekly letter. It is so interesting. Thanks also for the Mothering 

Sunday flowers. They were really lovely. Happy Easter, with best wishes from 

Eira Hughes. Thank you for a lovely Good Friday service, Delyth. Thank you 

Alastair for your Easter message, Derek Hall. 

Happy Easter to you all.  HE IS RISEN. Hallelujah! Trev and Gill Mills. 

Bill Burgess wishes everyone a Happy Easter. He is looking forward to 

returning to church for worship, enjoys getting out regularly for long walks and 

appreciates the Lockdown Letters and the support of church friends. Keith and 

Pam Harrison, have the wonderful news that the family can come up to see 

them for the last week of the Easter holidays from 12th April. We pray that the 

family will have a great time relaxing together and enjoy the long-awaited 

reunion. 

 

As the Country Market is not able to come in to church at the moment, they 

will be taking an open air stall on Tuesdays and Saturdays in Station Road in 

Colwyn Bay for the next four weeks until the church opens again. Head over 

there from 9am to 4pm on Tuesdays 13th, 20th, 27th April and 4th May and 

Saturdays 17th, 24th April, 1st and 8th May for all your favourite goodies such 

as cakes, eggs, crafts and savoury dishes.  

 

 

Kinmel Hall. 

 

Now that Mark 

Drakeford is allowing us 

to venture further afield, 

why not try a drive to 

the village of San 

Sior/St George near 

Abergele and peep 

though the gates of 

Kinmel Hall?  

It is a Victorian mansion 

set in walled gardens 

and 5,000 acres of open fields, parkland and forests. It has lain unoccupied, 

deteriorating and in need of love and care since 2001. The present house was 

built for the Hughes copper mining family in the 1870’s. It is an example of a 

calendar house; it has 365 windows and 12 entrances. It has 122 rooms some of 

which were reserved for specialised functions. For example, there was a room 

which was used solely for the ironing of newspapers by the butler– not to iron 

out the creases as you might think, but to dry the ink to stop it soiling the hands 

of the readers. It also features some mechanical innovations which once 

powered both a lift and a fountain. The property was last used as a private 

home in 1929, after which it became, in succession, a health centre, a hospital, 

a girls ’school and a Christian conference centre  

 Kinmel Hall was bought by Acer Properties Ltd in 2011 whose plans to 

develop the property into a hotel have never materialised. It has been identified 

as one of the top 10 ‘at risk ’Victorian/ 

Edwardian buildings. Earlier this year, a 

Kinmel Resurrection Campaign began, 

with the aim of shaming Acer into either 

explaining their intentions of fully 

restoring it, or selling it on.  

 

Conwy Council has placed an injunction 

to prevent “unauthorised” work on the 

site and is exploring further action. (JIA) 

 

 

 



 

 

The Lord and His Prayer (Part One of a six week series) 

 

‘One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 

disciples.”’ 

Prayer is such a thorny issue. We know that it is at the core of our living faith, 

but, apart from the occasional cry for help, many of us can find it so difficult. 

Well, we are in good company. This seems to have been as issue for Jesus’ 

earliest disciples too. Jesus didn’t want them to be left in the dark on this and 

the same is true for us and our relationship with God through prayer. So Jesus 

responded“ When you pray, say…’(Luke 11:1-2) 

We find slightly different versions of Jesus’ guidance in each of the synoptic 

gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). This indicates how central the prayer was 

to the life of the early church, but also how it wasn’t recited as a set formula, 

but used as a framework to enable us to pray. And through time our church 

tradition has homed in on this version below, which although it contains the 

‘thee and thou’ of earlier Biblical translations, is still what we usually say when 

praying together in church. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A key aspect of our prayer life is us being able to hold onto a sense of who it is 

that we are meeting with. And so this first line is the key to all that follows. 

‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.’ 

Let’s explore a few of the ideas embraced by this first line. 

 1) As the Father, God is the creator, the source of source of all life. And we 

are reminded here, that however close and intimate we may be with God, 

there is always the most fundamental distinction between us, that he is the 

one and only God, the creator, and we are the creatures that he has made. 

We approach God as ones who are dependent on him. 

 

 

 

 

 2) But as creating Father, God is the one with the power and the desire to 

sustain us. He is the loving source of help, protection and direction for each 

one of us. God knows that we are all different but we are all equally his 

and equally precious to him. 

 3) As Jesus teaches this way of praying to his disciples we notice that here 

and elsewhere, he himself calls God, ‘Father’ or ‘Abba’. When we stop to 

focus on the idea that God is first and foremost Jesus’ father a whole range 

of possibilities are presented to us. Jesus is now modelling the family 

likeness to us in person. He the Son, is the family representative who 

reveals to us what the Father is really like. If we want to understand the 

ways of the Father, we are being called here to develop a closeness with 

the Son. “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 

his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that 

I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” (John 15:15) 

 4) The concept of the fatherhood of God is first introduced in Exodus when 

Moses shares God’s word’s with Pharaoh; “Thus says the Lord. Israel is 

my son, my firstborn; let my people go, that they may serve me.” (Exodus 

4:22-23) So when he calls God ‘Father’ and himself the ‘Son’ Jesus is 

directing his listeners back to the Father’s promise to free the people of 

Israel trapped as slaves in Egypt. Through this Jesus is teaching his 

followers that the new family rule or Kingdom is now breaking in. He is 

showing them that this freedom from all that binds us, will finally be 

brought in through his work on the cross. 

 5) So, as we claim our places in the family through sharing in this prayer, we, 

like him, are offering ourselves to be remade in the sacrificial family 

likeness lived out by Jesus. “Son though he was, he learned obedience 

from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him” (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

 

To call God Father, is therefore to claim for ourselves the liberty that he 

promises and that he alone provides through the Son’s death on the cross. But 

it is also to claim our place in the family and offer ourselves as apprentice sons 

and daughters, impersonating the elder Son in his costly moment of obedience 

in the garden of Gethsemane. Jesus called those sleepy first disciples to watch 

and pray with him against temptation. Can we the Easter family respond with a 

resounding ‘yes’? 


